
•JOURNAL OF ANARCHIST COMMUNISM. 

; ^ j * * - , ' # ,1 1 


Von. XX—Ko. 207. 


JUKE , I90G. 


i—- ' f- 




Monthly ; One Penny. 


The Revolution in Russia. 


The Russian Revolution has lately"entered into a neV phase. Dark 
gloom hung about the country during the. months of January to April. 
Now it is all bright hopes’ owing to the unexpected results of the 
Duma elections all turning in favour of %he Radicals. But before 
sneaking of the new hopes, let us cast a glance.on that terrible gloomy 
period which the country Has'just liVed through! 

Irreyery revolution a number of local uprisings fs always required 
to prepare the great successful effort of the people. So it has been in 
Russia. We have had the local uprisings at ( Moscow, in the Baltic 
provinces,, in the Caucasus and in the visages of Central Russia. 
And each of these uprisings, remaining local, was followed by a terrible 
repression, ^ t - * \ 

... The Genera] Strike, declared at Moscow in January last, did not 
succeed. The working men had suffered too much during the great 
General Strike in October, ■ 1905, and the partial strikes which 
follbwed. And 'when the provocations of the. Government compelled 
the Moscow working men to strike, the movement did not generalise. 
Only a few. factories ou the Presnya and a few railway 1 lines joinQjSffft' 
'■ The Grand Trunk—Moscow' to St. Petersburg—continued to work,' 
and troops were brought on it to Moscow. ■ ' 

As to the troops stationed at Moscow. itself they showed signs -of 
deep discontent, and probably would have.sided with t'he people ip-tbe... 
. strike had been general and a crowd of 300,000 working men hhd 
flooded the streets, as they did flood in October last. But when they 
saw' that the General Strike had failed they obeyed their commanders. 

And yet the week Ruling which a . haodfuhot armed revolutionists 
—less than 2,000—and the workers on strike in the Presnyii fought 
against the artillery and the soldiers, and when'several miles of 
barricades were built by ..the crowd—by the man and the boy in the 
street—this week proved how' wrong wefe all the. “ fire-side reyolu- 
-tionists ” when they proclaimed the impossibility of.. street warfare 
in a revolution. . - 

, As to the Letts and the .Epthonians in the Baltic provinces, their ■ 
’Uprising against their haughty and rapacious German landlords was d 
great’ movement. All- over a large country the peasants and the * 
artizans of the small.towns rose- up. They nominated their own 
. municipalities, they sent away .the German judges, refused to work for * 
s the landlords, paid ho rents,—proceeded in short as if they were free. 
And if their _ uprising was finally drowned in blood, it has shown ’ 
at’ least what the peasants; must do. all’ oyer Russia. Intact the 

Idtent insurrection continues still. * '• ■ 

; * ** ]>.'■ 
' q #* ' - ' . . 

The 1 'repression which followed the uprising was terrible. The. 
British press has hot tqld' one-tenth of 'the atrocities whiijh were 
committed 5 by the-imperial troops in'the Baltic proyinces, along the 
Moscow to Kazair railway line, .in the Caucasus, .in Siberia, or in the.- 
; Russian villages; And .when,we ttried .to tell ti ffift imfch about these* 
atropitiesy either in some widely-read. English reviejw^ cuubefore large 
public meetings, we always felt .the dead' wall of soino inexplicable 
opposition rising against us. The treaty or agreement which has been 
.concluded a few days ago .between the Governments of Great Britain 
and Russia explains now the eause of tho opposition to the divulgation- 
in this country of facts which wlere openly, published'in the-Russian 
papers, in Russia -itself. - u . ' . : ; - 

The repression was a story of a wholesale murder, accomplished by, 
the troops systematically, in colcLblood. Modern history knows only \ 
one similarly savage repression'-':' -tjie wholesale murderfif by the middle- ’ 
class army at .Paris after tfep. defeSt- of the Commune, im May, 187L 
And yet fhese' murders' were committed after a fierce fight; in the lurid 
■ light of bpVning Paris’. . - . -• •_ ’ ~ 

'-Tlre'defeAchmenfc of the .guard which was sent along the Moscow^ 
.Kazan line had not-one single shot fired against it. The revolutionists 
. had already left the line and-disbanded when that regiment came. But 
at every station Colonel Minn, head of this detachment, and his officets 
shot from ten to thirty men, simply taking their names from lists: 
supplied to the troops' by the secret -police. They shot-them without 
any simulation of a trial, or even of identification. They shot them in 
batches, without any warning. Shot anyhow, from behind,' into the 
“heap. - Colonel Minn shot'them simply'with his’revolver. . 1. 

As to the peasants in .the Bulti^ provinces it' was still worse. 
•‘Whole villages were flogged. Those men whom a local landlord Would 
name as^ 11 dangerous” were shot on the spot," without any further 

' i ■ + . ■- 


inquiries —wiry* often a • sou f or' 'h i s J a tl ve r ,o neb rothVr - fori another, an 
Ivanovsky for an Ivanitsky. . : .- It w;w snob an orgy of flogging and 
killing that a young ’officer, having himself executed several men in this 
wuy, shot himself 1 next day when he realised wliafc he had done. 

In Siberia, in the Caucasus, the horrors Wei-e even more, revolting. 
And in the villages of Russia, where the' peasants had shown signs of 
unrest, the same executions went on, sometimes with'an unimaginable 
cruelty; as was, for instance, the case in' .TanihofF, with that governor’s 
aid, Luzlienovsky, whom the heroic girl Spirido'nova killed^ ' “When . 
I came to the Villages and! saw tlie old man who lifuLgi-own insane 
after having"been'tortured under, the Whips^antl when , I had spoken to 
the mother of the. girl who had "flung herself into .the well’ after the. 
Cossacks had violated her, I felV th.at.glife, was impossible so. Jong.aJs 
that man. Luzhenovsky, would go on uiipunished/’ Thus’spoke this 
heroic girl .on her trial/- •’ - 

But worse than that was in store. ^All- the world has shuddered . 
when it learned the tortures to which Miss Spiridonova was submitted 
by the police officer Xh dan off and the Cossack officer A brain off after 
her arrest. ' Theytbi’tures of our M'ontjuich comrades .and brothers., 
fade before the sufferings which were inflicted upon this girl. "And all 
over Russia there was lately ajiigh of satisfaction when that Abram off 
- was killed and the revolutionist who killed that boast made h’is escape, 
and again the other day when *it was known thatv the other beast, 
Zhdanoff’, had m.et the same fate. •_ ■. . ; 

^ # Ail ‘ :.J 

nJ -^dfflbe gloommess which, prevailed- - in v ' Russia when the Wft'teV 

Duriiovo ministry had inaugurated the wholesale shooting of the rebels 
could not be described without cpioting pages from the Russian 
newspapers. Over 70,000 people were arrested ; the prisons-were full 
to overflowing. , Batches of exiles began to be sent, as of old, by,.-r£L£re . 
order'of the Administration to Siberia.'The old exiles, return hi g under . 
the amnesty of Kovember-2, 190'5, meeting on their way home the batches 
of the Witte-JDurriovo exiles. The fevolutionists of all sections of the 
Socialist'party-; J Revolutionary Socialists^ Anai’chists, and even Social 
Dempcj'ats, took to revolver and borhb, and every-day one,could read 
in - th § Russian papers that one, two, oli unor^,. functionaries of the 
Crown .had -been Ijilled by the .revolutionist^' id revenge -for the 
atrocities .they had committed. Spores of riien and' womeiV' Ti ff'd 
^’Spiridonova^ the sisters^-Iztnjiilovitgh, and iso many 1 other Heroic, 
women and young men, felfe sick of life under such a system of Asiatic 
rule, and made the vow of. taking revenge upon the executioners. 

* ^ ' 1 . d ^ i \ s * i , 

1 ’ • ' - . *'' f , 

It was under such conditions that the elections to’the TJuma took ; 

place. And -now the few supporters of the Tsar had to discover that 
tli eir satrapr s h ad o verd o n e th e opprespio n. Var io us uieasu res Were, taken 
by. the Government%to manipulate -the elections so 1 as to diave a 
crushing- majority in their favour. ’ The Liberal candidates were . 
arrested, the meetings forbidden, the newspapers copfiscafed—every 
'governor of a province acting as' a Persian sat rape on his own respOn* 

■ sibility. Those who spoke or wen i ti'about for the advanced candidates 
were most unceremoniously searched and sent.'toq-ail, . . . And all 

that was— : !abour lost ! y ., . . 1 • • ■ y 

The reaction had developed wrEKin these three months such a bitter 
hatred against the Government, .that nofle but.oppo.sitinri candidates 
•had any chance of being listened.to and elected, f Are you-against these 
wild beasts or for them ? ” , This was the only question 'that was 
asked. ' , 

And the Constitutional Democrats obtained a crushing majority in 
(Jlie Duma (prpnounee Doonpi), such a majority that the Russian 1 ; 
Government are now perplexed aVto’ what is to be don'Q next. 

-The Revolutionary Socialists and the Social Democrats abstained 
•from taking any pirfc in the elections, and-therefore fchere*are very,few 
avowed Socialists- in the Duma. I3ut apart from 'that r|re I)iirn-a 
contains all those middle-class Radicals,whose names have come to the 
front during the last-thirty years jiff foes of autocracy. ■’ 

V. Thp must, krt^esting' elem'ent in the puma are the peasants," who 
have nearly 120 representatives ‘elected. - With the exception of some 
thirty men, who are of unsettled opinion, the peasant refueseiitetiyes 
are absolutely and entirely with the most advanced Radicals ih political 
matters, and wiffi the Socialist working men in all the labmjr ile-mauds. 
But, in addition to that, they put forward the great question the ( 
greatest of'our century—the land,question, . * 

“ Ko one who does not till the lajnd himself has any i iglit to the t . 
land.' .Only those who work on it with their own bttmls. mdl'every 
one of those who does so, must have access to theffmdj The land is tho 
* , '• (Continued onpetye 18.) 
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n ation’s property, and tbe_. nation must dispose of-it-aecordi-ng be.-its 
needs.”- This is their opinion—fchefp faith,,- and’ho economists of any 
camp will isbake it, 1 *'.• ' ' . f • 

(t Eighty yearsugo we were settled in these prairies,”, one'of those', 
peasants said the other day. That land, was a desert, ■ “ We have 
made the value of all thisvjvegion'; but-half of it was taken■ by the. 
landlords [in_accordance wil^v the law, of course; but we, peasants, do 
not admit that a law could ’ fie a law once it is unjust]: It was taken 
by the landlords—we must have it.back ” 

■ ■“ Rut if you take that land, and there are othpr villages "in the 
neighbourhood which have no .land but their poor allotments, what 

then ? ”• • ■ - 1 1 ■ , '» 

“ Then they have a. right to it, just ..as we. have. But not the 

landlords!” * ■ i\ ’ • ■ 

‘There is all the Social Question, all the Socialist wisdom, in these-' 

plain' words. .. 1 . ' • 1( . - •/ 

“If the peasants seize the land, then the factory hands will apply the 
.same' reasoning to- the factories ! ” exclaim'the 'terrified correspondents 
of the English papers:in reporting such plain -talk. / . ^ 

Yes, they will. Undoubtedly they will. They must/' Because, if 
■they don’t do it all our civilisation, must go to wreck/and ruin—like 
the Roman; the Greek, the Egyptian, 1 the. Babylonian civilisations 
went to the ground. 


IlENIUli. IuSBN. r ' ‘V • 

. With the death of ,I'bsen passes ay/ay one more of the great minds 
that, working in disregard of a]l formulas, has helped to rend the 
veil.that hides the future froth the present. He formulated no 
system, preached no philosophy, belonged to no “school.” Like 
Socrates, his desire was to Ijelp men to think. To this end 'he gave us 
in.dra.inn form those relentless analyses of the conflict of human wills 
struggling in the corrupt medium of a dying society. His characters, 
whether for goo'd or ill, pass before us so naturally, so free t'romall 
previous dr am a t itiyeon ve ntio n s that, when first - per f o r m e d'so m eth i n g 
like a dsuy-bf pain burst, from the “ pillars ”.of the Corrupt life fie so. 
“ruthlessly exposed. One after another the social and ..domestic ulcers 
were'laid —tlie merciless-greed" of the. money-monger, the cant of ... 
1 the religious hypocrite, the mockery of. the marriage system, the 
moi’bid/aevelop^'ments arising from false .Social relationships—none was — 
■ spared. Bub amidstr-all this lie also -gave iis instances of What was 
grand in human' nature, of wliat made for p/ogress ; andfeiv things 
rre better known than brave old StockmanhH-the moral personality-— 
struggling agaipst. the “ compact majority ;'hand the glimpses, of the 
ibeautiful comradeship that might exist between men and women in a '■ 
'free society, 'Critics are-still quarrelling ag'to, the moral of his .plays, 

• but it is only- those who have-, the' courage ,bof flips the inevitable-eon- 
elusions forced -upon us by lps. ‘life-pictures that can gather, the full y 
fruit of-, his gepius. Ope thing, hov/ever^is certain : -the futurp will_^ 

1 pronounce'him'' £o be, asAve jd.fda y know.him tothe grght, dramatist - 
of.fche Revolution. .."... « . • •; .f v .■ v " ?'. ■' 




R EPO RT. 


Leeds. • ... '; •.• -■* */;r^ *;• ■ 

.. . We.have - iifiil a very: iniporhhifc congress, here in Leeds during the Easter 
, holidays. TheVgenda comprised shg’gestions'for increasing the circnlation and 
size of buy-little journal Freedom, the orgauisition .aiahtlie federation of the 
Anarehia* Groups,iin.d.methods of outdoor propaganda: .-Comrade Bollock read, ■ 
.a letter fRom- sPHeedoni Qlltce* 1 inviting suggystions for r the fyrtrtre of tlie parwr.' 
This letter^ drew pur attention'tip the fact th’at^Freedoni had been,ip ^rs%5nc/-'roi' 
lb yeal‘B x s'npported only i bj r VonVutiU'y.Afl'prfcAnd without recoursP?£b advertise* 
menbs ns a me/uis of income. iThis.ispeaks.-well for the »»tiirVi'i v de xQtiomand. - 
Lptersist'Micn _ -bf”tlruse ” Wire - h'a\yf carried 'nii The" work of producing the-paper. 
;3Seyertheless it is'fult that in ore remains to be, done, hence e lit comrade’s in vita* 
tToit tb scud.tliem suggestions.. Bome. df the comrades doubted the expediency 
of refusing to use' advertisements' as a> means of paying for the cpst of producing 
the, paper, ni'guIiig'tliat wQ. fu'e compelled to adopt meth ods which are obnoxious „ 
. to us' wh mi'.' up d er a -.cap i tali a t regime, ' Th ey , argued that 'if by so ■ Join g, we 
sltoiihl iio able'to'increase tlrejsize ijjifi the.circulation .of Freedom'^ thereby pro¬ 
moting its usefulness, th^ “ end justifies the means.’* Everyone of-us-agrees 
t)i at the. taking of ’human E‘te»is bad; but everyone of us would justify the, 
'.assassination of ft tyrant if .tfierchy we 'could prevent aggression,' What ,we do, 
we do under pro’test. Capitalism forces us to addpt tactics Wludt'we deem 
dishonourable, hut* which we arc- obliged^ to adopt if -vve 1 would maintain bur 
propaganda* We are obliged to light them with their own wenpohs, as they 
have "the upper lihiulA - Others argued that as the papw has fought for 19 years 
without resoriiiig v ‘to stupid advertiseiudhts it would he au insult to our 


Another important featupe,-- Xh© R us si wp/ peasants don’t trust tlieir 
representatives. Tbes’e men from the plough have ,understpod‘tJie gist 
of' '’parliamentarism better than those who have growu^ infected 
gradually by Parliafpept- 1 worship^./ Tlieif election fell upon v this—oi 
.that* man; but they - , know they^mnst'- not "-trust him. Election is 
sdmewh&r of a piece * with gambling. And therefore a uupiber 
of private peasant delegates are now.sbefi. in the galleries of the 
Russian Duma, whom their villages have sent to Keep hatch over 
their representatives in Parliament. They know that these represents 
tives .will soon be, spoiled and bribed one-way or another. So they 
■sent delegates—mostly oldy-respected peasants, not fine in words, h0t 
of the self-advertising class, mei\ who never would be elected, but who 
will honestly keep theireye upon the IVL.P.’s. - ■ 

. ‘However, although the Duraadias been Only ai.few days together, a 
general, feeling^grows in Russia that all this electioneering is pot yet 
the proper things “Wliat can the. Duma do?” they .ask all. over 
Russia. “ If the 1 GoVer n ment' doesn’t jvant i t tb ey w i R’ sen d fit' a way. 

How can 500,men, resist'the Government if.they makes -their minds 
•to send them back' to\their..homes ? ” . ■ . .. _ 

And so, all over -Russia the feeling .grows that the' Parliament and 
its*debates are not-the right thing yet. It is only a preliminary,-to 
something else which is to. come. • “ They will express bur n'eedsthey 
will agree upon ’certain things ” . . : but a feeling grows in, Russia, 
that the actiQn will have fcp come from the people: 

• *■ And the an’dhrgvbund -work, the slow work' of maturing convictions, 
and of grouping together, goes on all $>vev .Russia as a preparation tp- 
something infinitely more, important than Sill the. debates of the 
Duma, " 1. 

They, don’t*even pronounce the name of this more important- thing. 
Perhaps most of them don’t know its name. But- we knovy it and we 
may tell it. . It is the .Revolution:' f/w only veal remedy for the redhss 
of wrongs. ■ . , - . ■ 




V*** 
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coinravias Co suggo|f it. It was’ ^Iso suggested that a fund be started to pay for 
increasing the size of the-paper, -* « , , . A. IC. 


For 'a Persecuted Gomrade. 


K, Moi-leit 10s., L. Bat-ron 10s,, French Group 10a.',‘ -Vogelsang’ Hs., 



ls., N. N. Is,, A.’M. Is,, Mecklenburg 2ch, Lawrecke 4ch, Jean Gd., Hurra ! 3s, 
Alland 6d., Benz fjd,, Bounoliiio Is., H, Steuzleit 0s,, llatimklrcbner.33., A. , 
Schreiber 2s., -Buchbauer 4s. Gd: G. St. , Hummel Gd., Lovnijak 6d,l 
Bak Gd,, Meyer 6d. ( B, NJarkU 2s.'6tl., W. S; 2s., 'E,.. Schwarz 2s.-, Mors Is,; ■■ 
Hassfeld Hd., Rotmatm Is,", Folacek 6d,, Navlielm 2d, } A. Urlrieh la., Mi Homin' 
Is,., J. Hankers Gd,, T; VVlopa' 6d, S. Frischo'rk Gd t , Dr. Buss 2s. ,6d. 

Total jCS H _2d. .. , '... J ’ 

The entire proceeds of the collection -have been handed over to the comrade, 1 , 
who has already left his abode of. refuge. -- ’’ / >i 1 - L 

. M. Hay, Secretary, ’ "■ 


(Continued' from IVo 1 , 206.) ■ - t i 

But here the ChicagoItragedy^iad destroyed all illusions. As to Mos b 
he scarcely ever Lad any illusions about the Americans: Their mechanical 
skill is indeed immense; - San Francisco will .be rebuilt before the ashes 
ave swept away from the alleys of Xaples ! But the'hunt for the 
almighty dollar absorbs all other faculties, arid that immense continent, 
the invaluable natural resources of which fell after the'spiendid \Var 
oE Independence into the hands of the sturdy free citizene of those days, 
is now uilder tlie control of trusts and millionaires, assisted by phd 
vilest press on earth and by the fullest bloom, of religious cant. Civilisa¬ 
tion is 'but skin-deep, freedom a moekery, human feeling totally absent 
as negro lynching,; the immigration laws and the Gorki incident show 
up to date. The Labour movement has always Suffered by this general 
disposition of minds; successful trade'uhions think no further of 
solidarity,'but establish monopolies of their owny successful labour 
leaders use their position often as the political “ bosses ” do, and their 
action in the labour strugglo is- but a stepping stone for 'their future 
advancement. In the days of Most’s arrival the Powderleys arid Van. 
Pattens were at the head q£ ■ the unionist* and, Socialist movements, 
what has become <pf them*?° Most, who, withvall Iris' cynical way of 
' talk, in which he often indulged, was a German!.idealist of the old 
days which are" gone .for. that\ cou'ntry too, - was" diSg-usted* at, what he 
saw in America. Those who come from ’a country where a’ great part 
of the labour and political struggle is waged to,obtain free n speech, the- 
full right of association; etc,, overrate the powei' of thesd,-factors, and- 
think that in England op 1 the TJhite^jl'|States,’ ^ where these liberties 
obtain, they would be continually*- usqa by all to the Utmost for 
revolutionary.,propaganda until the people is roused t© action. But in. 




































J.une,. 1906. 

* i 


FREEDOM. 


J < 


- i » - - — »• - ( - * . . •»* • * • 

' reality capitalism decrees in these free countries that jjhese 'beautiful . 
.liberties are written in goldeh letters in the ^statute books, but must 
n ot b e used by the .peopl e; or th ey will be imprisone d or l ianged just;as 
in despotic countries. Thus the real- difficulties ©f popular movements 
are the same in every country, and Most, who had had a warning of 
this in London soon got other warmings in the United,States. 


i 


INTERNATIONAL NOTES, 


•• ! 


Italy. 

The events of the. past month call lor particular notice from tjjoae 
interested in the development of Socialist tactics. Leas than two yearb ago 
. , . . .. . we could point to au’immen'se general strike itOthU’cdmitry as a proof and 

Had he been found any where in Illinois in May, 1606,^1.16 ^,1 me of ^ example to the world lately we.have had a phenomenon of almost equal 

the Haymarket meeting, he-Would have been 'hanged like Spies, importance. Two years ago the o icialiat forces of the c inutry were united 

Parsoi^s and their coin-adeSt 'He happened to have delivered at that inaction: tire Parliamentarians lent their influence to at least the inception 

time a lecture-at New York, and a lying press report of that lecture, of the strike.' Tliey called it a political strike,, and subsequent events proved 

- - - • - - - **• *■- 1 — J 1 - ■such, a disaster. Plainly it’ was nothing' uiore or less 


suppdrted by the testimony-of journalist scoundrels, served to se'ud him 
• for a year to the New York Penitentiary. On One or two 1 other 
occasions he was sent there again ; for the last time.he was thrown into 
prison after the death of McKinley. Whenever a revolutionary act 
was committed in the United States, the New York press called for 
the imprisonment or hanging of Most, and-a pretext for another 
prosecution was soon found. But the old man treated all this with 
scorn and indifference, and kept his good humour’ . * 

It-is to be regretted that this shameful treatment by the mass of 
the - Americans, and the unfavourable impression which he obtained of 
the Labour movement on the whole, made 'him overlook the one 
redeeming factor in American life.—the existence of numbers of 
independent, free men And wbmen who work for their ideas by their 
example and j^y their serious discussion; it'is those who began the 
Abolutionist, the early Anarchist, and many other progi'essive move¬ 
ments. Most, a born agitator, had ho patience for their methods', 
which imply-a degree’ of toleration towards opponents, whilst- liis 
natural impulse was to hit hard. In this way he~re'mained separated 
from.the American’progressive elements who endeavour to convince 
individuals to act for themselves, whilst he strove to rough the masses 
to destroy-frhe system. It must be said, however, that the fault was 
.not entirely oh his side, that these Americans did nothing to meet him, 
nay, did worse—witness the “fix's bug ” article of Liberty. 

’ .Most fell out with a great many people, but, a few instances 
•excepted, his opinion was .usually justified-some time later by facts. 
ULe welcomed all genuine efforts of American- propaganda, <?.//.*, J-1. 
Turner’s' first 1 American tour. It was touching, id read . 


vou ooliU it to have been, rw 

1 'rTn ° fXn'nt IiaP ' t’nau a noble manifestation of' working-elm solidarity. But this .aspect of. 
t . . it was BoVutwhat obscured bv the fact that parly discipline, regulated by. 

the Deputies, was thought t;o have been the chief incentive. .Now, how- .. 
ever, iwe have had-a most unquestipnable example of an independent labour 
demonstration. ' " - - 

This is made, clear by the words of Turati (as reported by the official 
party oigan,,the Avanti) during the deliberation of the Parliamentary group. 

The question was the advisability of a general strike, and someone advanced 
in its favour the evident desire of the proletariat to so express- their * 
hostility-to the action cf the police and military at T urin. Turati answered, 

“Itiis not for us to act according to the will of the people, but to-expreeij_ 

our own.” They had a long discussion of a projected Bill for tlie regulari- 
sarion of the intervention of the authorities in. trade disputes; they tried ~ 
to come to ail ’understanding with the local (lionie) Chamber of Labour, 
but without rest!It. The'ir influence .on this body was to small that as 


soon as they agreed to disagree a g”eueral ’’strike was proclaimed. This 
strike, carried out with. thoroughness (excepting the railway men), has 
been "scoffed at by mdny ob>ervers because of the absence'of working men 
in any mass'among the crowds that for three days were pushed about by 
the police ; but surely a military- tactician wouhl nut.so scoff ? Meantime 
tli.e Deputies billowed out their policy, in the - Chamber to the bfttei T end. 
They mov 
None stood 


ved’the adjournment to discuss the action of the authorities a,t Turin. 
)otl..with them. They send in their resignation .in mass. This 
tninffrualy ,rejected. Tliey insisted; and are 110 W standing for 


was. nuamuf 

' re-election. , . . 

But this is not the hi-.torieal event we set out to record. That took - 
place with litile deliberaiiOTi, and, be it noted, without- any orders from 
liny Central Committee whatever. The local Chambers of Labour were 
solely responsible for the local action. It. was not a national strikeTik.e'two 
--.ago, for it was not simultaneous, it did not reach the smallef aud 
hg.ijy organised provincial towns; aud it did not include Genoa, where 


P. Kropotkiu's peiional visit had' delighted,,him.; We all .-(•«r.-t tl" a s( ; lit in ^j, chaiul , er of La0o „ ri , 1(>w „„ ( i ? , |Jef ,„a„eut by- the 

• lie could never find the means to*visit Europe again. He made uiiiuy * -• * - — * » ■« 1 '-> -- • 



foundation of a-sfecoud Chamber by the advanced party. But at-Turin^ 


_, Naples, to give onty the names widely known, the ^ 

rganisations carried t)ut coviipl^tely a^iul orderly general strikes, . 
duratiou varied from one toHive da^s. Tliroughoitt the country 
le same report of solidarity where labour is organised, and the 
8&tn^ show of self-restraint in; the face of armed provocation. 

At jMilan there was onen[tragic incident. . The Anarchist An)g6lo Galli .* 
other strikers Were trying to (persuade some porters to join* them when , 
_ ir , - . . T /10 . 0C v , they got to words and/blows with the employer, who drew a kitife anH 

Tucket 7 s Liberty (1S81), )l ovkevs n&n(L (lSo§), and 1 vecdoiH (Ibbb), ^talibed Ga-Ui, who died, and also wounded Carlo Gelosa, editor of the Cry 
it %vas one of the oldest Anarchist papers. , • of the People . 1 Four thousand 1 followed Galli tio the cemetery, and at one^ 

Most was the author of Socialist songs which are still ^popular in moment, owing to the iuterriiption of the f r 



•Germany and Austria; he is ?aid to have been;impressive as an actor .»» to be an ugly time for them, but happily the indignatioh was. 


kJw, 


* lu *“ Ille' Weavers,” etc^aRd yheti* Iio began to tell W. ly life or ^ 

other less abstract subj.ec^s in-^thff Freiheit; a poetic vein- will not be . , ", 

•denied to him, I believe. HisHpau^ffilets are' - numerous; the u Deistic • .* 

Pestilence and Religious Plague of Man ”•-is translated into many p rance> 

languages-; in religious matters he was from first to last uncom- .Perhaps in France there has never bofin.,a more hmvro Alay Day than-the 

Dromisinsrlv atheistic and materialistic, and set his foot .oh all those one iust mist ; bizarre' from more than one point of view, whether political 


j 

i* 


r. 



j-eai-s e . 

For the Freiheit, which had come'to America ns a refugee-paper and 
liad been unable to leave- when many of its original Supporters left or- 
retired, lutd been, top " 1 uncojinpromising • to _cater for local American 
popularity, and w Most and*.his friends, had" to strive hard to keep 

these years. 

t*o 
not 


<»veu trieil ; there was no sliow'of’standing shoulilor to -shouUlar "i-ii- a- 1 compa-et—•* » 
mass and refusing to work .till the' eight-hour, .day was pouceded. - That has 
yeti to runic. -We staged thTre._wou'ld.- be difficulties in unanimously voicing tire 

tlueirn <rli f . 1 1 nn v tin v • UVnUfllllv (IWllllf 



died before him.. : i 7 * ’ •’ * * • .-• * 

Death at barely sixty is untimely indeed, and with him a comrade 
died of uncompromising teuacity of purpose, plenty of good sense, real 
intellectual faculties, and good hupaonr to • boot ^ we have ndt mauy’ 

to lose lilce-him^-- - • , • . ' 

^ t • ’ M. N. " 

■A ^ 


_ _ isly voicing 

lies (re tor an eight-hour day ; fiFwas probably owing to these (Uflit;ujties, which 
might Wi-ll.-seem insuperahie in a lirst attempt of tlie kind, that.a general-strike^ 
• did not take place. In spite, howev^tu",.ot' the failure or lack of-connected action, 
"‘*t lie workers proclainicd their grievairees in’^lio tiiTcel-tain-tone,-aiyl did some* 
thing more than wrench many small concessions from “ patrons ” as Smallj—rthey 
frigliteiied the Government, -nolice, and bourgeoisie into /its. Clemenccau, of 
course,.*,and perhaps unconsciously, p.i>ledhgreatly thereto" by his ithcatrical 

lintr elections) against a t:ii!i-ical-()rleans J Anarehi8t 


preparations (in view o| coining elections) „ , 
led anti-ltepnbUcau plot (apparently he was uncertain, wlufc to call it), which 
lashed the ministry into a compliant mood for the taking of reactionary 


measures. 


ministry into a complin..- . 

Tliese began a week before May Day. Comrade Delesalle 3 home 


’ a|ul the office of Temps Nonrertiu-'were raided by the'police, many arrests and, 
* expulsions took place, and domiciliary visits were paid to well-know.ii labour 
agitators and clubs; l’aris was filled with troops, and panic seized the, 

. ® . . . ... ... a _ 1 1 1 XT . .. I 1. .. L. .inA.di. ... >Ita/\ 4*11 Wit Ail 


bourgeoisie—they fled. The reSlllt'Was that on May Day the streets were turned 
into arsenals and drill-grounds ; never sineo 1871 liad there *beeu such a (lis- 
^j>lay of troops, while every square became a, police parade.* The natural 
consequences' followed* ‘ The workers collected, tlieir processions were charged 
by cavalry aiul police,..stone-throwing- began, until as night fell Clcmenceau s 
Cabinet-made revolution subsided into slumber and broken heads, ^he day in 
more senses than ouel was a farct?—and yet good will come of it. Signs^of the 
. j ,. / . < • ’• ‘l'T i ^ ' j tjnjifc »small voices, made themselves* heard* A militaiy ofliccr loolcing 111 

new and m eresting.movement is being organised m Leeds and, as Svail’derlared lie* was oi.e with the people, and if 

ive nSnie indicates, its object is^ broadly speaking-, to obtaiu Ltbour’s tSlro on thhni would refuS &i to do so. Again, the flight of the 

... . - » or indeed of 


. . w - ; l , , . • 

Internadonal Revolutionary Labour Unions 





more 
of the 


A 

the abovi _ , . , . _ 

immediate deni an tL-with out resorting to. political tactics. In other words, 
wlrat is known- as Direct Action and the General Stiike are the nieaus 

chosen* for compelling capitalist'concessions, while at the same time the ..- _ . 

complete overthrow of the present system by revolutionary ineaus is kept ’,f u t m -e, aud one that,,guided "by calm and sensible hands, must strike home as 
constantly in view. In our. next issue we shall print the manifesto that i.s otl/er hasj-et done. Meanwhile on May Day, 19D6, tho strike idea held good 
being issued together with other,detail?, and iu the* meantime we wish it in many respects. Many,of tho .trade unions in the country nt large hau 

every ’bucccss, as such an effort to bring the workers into line for the i arranged ’for the men of'certain factories t6 cease work Simultaneous y, an 
’ "economic struggle is emphatically”, the need of the moment. ^ l - t rather than fight w v ith jtheir employees the masters m niahy cases conce e every^ 

" v *•"'■: /. ’I " - • ^ 


r 













J - 


, P p m 


20 




FREEDOM. 


■V 


3 une, 190G. ,{**■< 


demand. By the middle of'thfi month a hundred thousand men were’on strike 
in Paris, aTono, resolved an shorter hours and butter pay ; the saute tale coined 
in from the .provinces^ in spite of military ami pilipe repression. But the strike— 
of miners i&Jirdkefi.' for/ blie present.' Weakened'.by want of solidarity or the 
promises of the-musters; the greater pjjr.tdiiJho niew have resumed work. In • 
every other industry,- liowev^jy there arnsTgns of increased restless neks and 
self-reliance on tire part of ,the workers. Slay Day in Franco 1ms no.t been 
without results. From Amiens comes the'report that the brothers lU'gnicr' 
have sold theirf locksmith shops to an English firm, on condition, that .the 
works are removed elsewhere. This is their answer to the strikers of/FrefiStqi- 
ville, who* it will.be refnemherod lately burnt "'ll own their country phi ace'. ‘-It 
is’interesting to note that the first Frenrh strike in the modern sense'(that 
' of tanners) took'place-at Amiens in 134ib ..The nest was of‘Paris jewellers 
two centuries later, which .resulted in an mormons increase in tlm workmen’s u 
wages, . The strike.seems to,have annoyed Francis 1./for he niadc it actionable, 
fqr mo’rc.tlmn five-workmen to hold a meeting, without their employer’s •brave'. 

■ The anti-militarist; crusade in two senses - continues—arrests aye on-the 
increase, with renewed activity of the, propagandists. Our •Comrade Locquicr,' 
editor of the Vritle of Epinal, has been sunt to prison for six months, and the 
publication, of his little, pap^r is consequently suspended.. In ■ poor e ire inn* 
stances,-his imprisonment is a great hardship for pis family, hut we do not, 
.suppose it will ohnngcjhis^sentiments. That the seed of anti-militarism slumld ;,, 
sprout and grow beside Anarchism—which.stands for belief, in a Social Revo¬ 
lution—is bocomq -dread of, every G over inn ent in Eurppc, They know they 

are upheld by force &loii£;<-aiid anything’ which saps that-force must he in staidly , 
crushed. But the nut will not bean easy one 'to cra’ck. — At every Ifrtqich' ; 
arsenal anti-militarists .are busy. Brest especially is one.of their strofigest' 


■/.- 


chatting side by side. Notiling is found on that occasion but later,-through 
information given by the local chir.f Cf police,-a tin can and Vglass stopper ar-c 
unearthed,' Proof positive bottles of s^jaff had lain there, and been 

dissolved by ,11m action of tli crh ml; The. one .glass stopper caused Gooding to 
joyfully proclaim that his' last d out) has to the guilt of, the accused was removed, 
and he invited/ Go in pc as pn send**‘a delegation to.’hear, the confessions. 
Apparently nllhniigs on the construction a jury composed of farmers will put 
on the " confessions ” of two rogues. TIip^ trial has been postponed to October, 
which,will give McFarland ami bis capitalist employers more time to 'knot the 
hemp, and enable Debs and our Socialist friends to • create, a wave of public 
opinion that shall unknot it. 'Supposedly,' Orchard is the real assassin, and he. 
went about the business like , a, stage villain. He had openly for days before 
recoilnoitered lus victiajhjjiouse»''fifildglass iii'haiid. He posed as a dealer in 
explosives. His room in tha hotel, a mile away, was littered with particles of 
dynamite. He made up effort to get away; but for two days waited for the 
police,to call j' when they arrested him ho at one’s confessed* tb “a plot.” r Tho 
writer of the article in ’H'i'isJHVe’s, who has visited every spot and investigated 
every fact connected with the cash, states his absolute conviction that the 
Mine Owners’ Association, with the' help, of thfjir political maoliinerv, the' 
capitalist press, and Pinkerton’s agency, are engineering the death of J 
prisoners ; that erery" fact and shred of evidence is being distorted to til’ 
and that-it will be as much-as Labour fmd : 'Socialism call do to save t-bcm-J 


Notices, of -Meetings. 


centres, for the Socialists in th§ municipality-are one with them. The burden, 


of huge armaments falls never on the rich hut only on the poor; and Brest ' 
thinks it is timfe the .poor, especially the .poor who. have to be marines and men -1 
of-war’smen, ■ should have a word in tile 1 matter. 1 If report is true, more than 
one French ironclad numbers an anti-militarist -delegate among its crew, aiuL 
the work of propaganda goes on in spite of continual arrests. Moreover, the 
■ idea is creeping over Europe, It has taken firm,root ii^ Switzerland, and has 
for over a year been discussed in Sweden, where!at the very momeirt of con¬ 
flict, with Norway young" Socialists were distributing appeals tontlie conscript^ 

; 'to re fuse to mobilise, war; especially against adjuster nation, being, as they 
said, a monstrous and contemptible thing. In view of.the enthusiasm o,f the 
young Swedish revolutionary ISocialist party the Government has taken fright, 
anp talks of passing’laws to -gag all anti-militarist talk:' But it is,easier to 
pass a law-thart kill an Idea.' ’■ 


■ The Agitator Group have been doing good work iii South East Loudon, 
and have arranged meetings at the following places on Sunday evenings at 
7;&0 :—June 3, Woolwich, outside Arsenel Gates ; June' 10, Catforil, near 
tire station ; -June 17, 1 Deptford Broadway. - Speakers; Comrades Carter 
,and Omey. . * 1 .. 

Phis tow Group hold meetings at Green. Gate,’Barking Road, Plaistow, 
on Thursday evenings.. .. , , ; 




MONTHLY ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


*y, ' 


Since we fire on the subject of May Day', we may sUte that the day was one 1 , 
of demonstrations and .strikes among our Tehee comrades, and they suffered for 
thei? principles in ninny parts of Bohemia. „ Prdce had two of its issues saimt' 
by the police for containing articles that pass current elsewhere—one being a 
translation, of Kropotkin’s Commune of Pqris ! Latev the editor, Kaoha, and 
two of his staff were arrested, 'their homes /being searched. 


United States, " , ■ , 

, " The May BUixiber of XVilshtYe's Magazine contains full report of the 
manufactured circumstances that led to the arrest of the'three members of the 
Minex’s Federation^ accused of the murder of ex-Governor Stennenberg, of Idaho, 
last D^eerhber. ■ And tlitf more -one reads the more one marvels at the extra¬ 
ordinary jmwex the wage-earners of the States have, during the paskiilg of-time, 
quiescently permitted their capitalists and press to assume* To every t society 
or State rules and order of sorts, must be conceded, br owing to the world 
being (as William Morris used to say) so full of fools—and others—^vork could 
not be'done, n.ox efficient progress-and growth' assured* But ii^tantly that a 
'mania foT orde-r and law points to the formation of political bodies as^the 
safest if not the only road for an aspiring society or State to travel, the trouble 
begins. Politics may lint be corrupt,,but there seems .to be an essentially 
cpjrrii]3tive. element in them, for no man who puts his hand to that plough 
is evoirdiis rtruc self again* Who cpuld recognise in the modern ]ia v tibH" of 
Americahs that “simple, manly, brave* hear ted band of English colonists who 
less than 150 years ago threw off the yoke of their German-bred king ami defied 
tyranny ivnden every form* Wjth the rise and growth of wealth and polities 
every attribute bf the foUrnlera of the United States seems to have vanished, 
Truey Americans still retain their forefatheraVobstinacy, much dauntlesa Anglo- 
Saxon courage, and not a little of the clean ( if narrow Puritan spirit of 

t]ie* ** Mnvflrtt&ftr 1 * Yvifjcrvi'mfl ( MAnfifliallif wliprp if i'*nrniAT 4 ns f:I>A ninrald of 
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FREEDOM PAMPHLETS. 


Mayflowerpilgrims (especially where it concerns tJie morals 6$- 
fordigneT3),--bivt—tke-greed fqr wealth, and maniacal worship of the .ballot-bo^' 
. have wiped out the old simplicity oF character Van d devotion to high ideals. 
Now every man is at-pltliticiaii-bccause politics lead to poweiK , ‘ r *H’e' has become a 
snob because dollars mean ■’more r to him; than clean hands and integrity of, con¬ 
duct ; while-childish Vanity/ love'* of display, and absolute .indiffePence where ■ 
waste-of-life and gold is concerned, shames even the spirit of Rome under tiie 
Empire. Nowhere on the face of .-tiie globe is to be seen a spectacle 'of such 
mingled retrogression and ambition, such titanic strength, such forGefuluess of 
youth and’hope as in “the United State's. And nowhere else are tire workers 
such blind fools. For it is they, these aliens, who have built up the fabric of ’ 
.this- vast country, they who have covered its surface. w0h cities and towns, 
who have 1 made, a nation of the once scattered body oF’colonists, who evolved 
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every fraction of its wealth, and who now die daily so that the “.boss 


rule and devour the fruit of their blood and toil. And what a “ be(S3 ” ! 


may 

The 


modern American capitalist, who, as soon as he gets a veneer 6f polish, quits 
the t land that gave him birth aiid gold, to. live.in Europe and have his boots 
licked hy its gamfbling,, spendthrift aristocracies or, if a stay-at-home, to rule • 
over politics and the blind,, blind working man who believes in politics.! Surely 
it is the last that has so clouded his eyes that it’is only'in moments of 
conflict—when the bosses ays thou shall and the worker answers I shaift — 

■ that lie sees the meshes- of the net encircling him. Out of past conflicts 
Socialism was born—but -it is’German-made, and pheCdias but .to look at the 
Fatherland to'see what that is. So now in the States, it is an off-shoot from 
German Socialism-f^to wit, revolutionary—-"that- dares the capitalists and their 
press to bang the itmOceut lnen. in the Idaho jail. Not but-what that other 
Socialism mutters, but fettered withered tape and trade-union precedents' it 
skulks in the background, and almost refusing to believe that VtuVs can be 


stretched or scotched'where ft trade-union official is concerned, would fain ask 
"those other fellows ” to voice their indignation less loqdly, for does not that 


ardent politician—-Governor Gooding, of Idaho—promise a, fair trial ? We noted 
in Freedom’s May. isspe the illegal proceedings! connected 'with the arrest and 
imprisonment of Moyer, Haywood and Pettibone. This gives promise of .a fair 
trial indeed ! Wilsliire has'devoted "s’everal pages to tiie inner history of the 
Becret arrests, of the special train that carried the manacled prisoners out of 
their., own State, of the unflagging energy of Chief McFarland, ■ head of the 
Western section of Pinkerton's detective agency, to coftfpass the execution of 
his prisonofs, ho having even openly declared that they would never leave his 
hands alive.ifpt content with the crimes confessed by his creature .Orchard. 
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... ..in ftyCertain district-aa au agent of the Miners’ Federation, A grepA 

digginCooperation takes places Adams and Governor Gooding working and 
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